
Choose your own eventure.
A guide to fantastic FUNdraising ideas. 
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Fundraising 
with us is an 
eventure! 
We rely on Canadians from all walks of 
life to help us raise the funds we need 
to support people with vision loss in 
your community – and right across the 
country. In fact, without the support of 
these dedicated Canadians, we simply 
couldn’t keep our doors open. Giving up 
a little of your time to raise some money 
for CNIB can be incredibly rewarding. 
You’ll feel a real sense of pride for 
helping support people whose lives have 
changed forever because of blindness or 
vision loss. You’ll meet new people. And 
you’ll have plenty of opportunities to 
have some fun. 

It’s easy 
In this guide, we’ve got loads of advice 
and fundraising ideas. Raise money  
with something as simple as hosting a
bake sale or running a race as part of 
Team CNIB, or go all out with a golf 
tournament or neighbourhood garage 
sale. It all depends on your interests  
and the amount of time you have  
to organize. 

How This Guide Works
Remember the “Choose your own 
adventure” books you used to read as a 
kid? The ones that let you pick which road 
would lead to the dragon you needed 
to slay, or which door to open to escape 
the haunted house? CNIB’s “Choose your 
own eventure” book is inspired by those 
stories, and by the idea that there are lots 
of different ways to get to the same goal: 
supporting Canadians who are blind or 
partially sighted.

What eventure will you choose? 
Are you a social butterfly or do you 
prefer to stay close to home? A 
competitive type or a creative thinker? 
Choose your own eventure by selecting 
the fundraising personality that’s most 
like you, and you’ll find dozens of ideas 
for fundraisers you’ll love.  

Thanks for supporting CNIB, and enjoy 
your eventure!

Any questions? We’re happy to help.
Get in touch with us at info@cnib.ca or
call 1-800-563-2642.

mailto:info@cnib.ca
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Your 
eventure 
starts here!
Find out which fundraising eventures 
are best suited to your skills and 
personality. We’ve got ideas  
for everyone!

Are you a social butterfly who loves to throw 
parties at home? Flip to page 4. 

Want to get the kids and parents involved at 
school? Learn all about it on page 5.  

Are you looking to rally the troops at work?  
March on over to page 6.

Got a competitive streak? 
Race you to page 7! 

Is great wine and a fine meal your idea of heaven? 
Deliciously fun options for foodies are on page 8. 

Your home is your castle. If you’re willing to open it 
up for a fundraiser, check out the ideas on page 9. 

Artsy and creative? The ideas on page 10 are 
made for you.
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The social butterfly 
You’re not having fun unless you’re surrounded by friends.  

Your motto is “the more the merrier.” You live for hosting parties, 

hitting the town with friends, and getting together for dinner 

outings or barbecues in the backyard.

Have a block party. 
Get the neighbours together for a blowout 
street fest in support of CNIB. Talk to your 
municipality about shutting down your  
street for an unforgettable fundraiser with 
face painting, fire truck demos, and live 
music with dancing under the stars. Have 
guests purchase tickets for each activity, 
food, or go with a one-price “passport” 
that allows them to participate in everything.

Do some Dining in the Dark. 
Host a dinner where you put eye masks 
on your guests and have them eat using 
only touch, taste and smell. For more 
information about how to plan a great 
Dining in the Dark event, visit 
cnib.ca/fundraise.

Sell your stuff. 
A garage sale fundraiser is a great way to 
meet the neighbours – and an effective 
way to raise money. Get rid of unwanted 
items and donate the proceeds to CNIB. 

Hold a community 
walk, run, bike or dance. 
Whether you go with a bike-a-thon, walk-
a-thon, dance-a-thon, dog walk-a-thon 
or just a fun run, it’s a good way to collect 
pledges, and a great way to get the 
community moving. Collect donations 
online by setting up your donation page 
at cnib.ca/fundraise.

Party for a cause. 
Celebrate a birthday or anniversary 
without getting stuff you don’t want: 
ask people to donate to CNIB instead 
of buying gifts. Do you really need that 
toaster/tie/set of wine charms? Collect 
funds online with your own donation 
page – set it up in seconds at 
cnib.ca/fundraise.

http://cnib.ca/fundraise
http://cnib.ca/fundraise
http://cnib.ca/fundraise
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The academic 
Whether you’re a student or a teacher, a parent or a kid, you’re always 

up for helping a good cause, having fun and learning something new 

along the way. Is your school looking for new and exciting ways to 

raise funds? We’ve got lots of ideas for kid-appropriate eventures!

Get crafty. 
Show off students’ (and parent’s) creativity 
by holding a craft sale for CNIB. Contact 
local artists and crafters and corral creative 
friends and colleagues to sell their wares 
to help raise funds. 

Dress-up day. 
Get kids and teachers to dress to the nines 
for a formal day at school, and donate a 
set amount to CNIB. The fancier the better – 
they’ll get a kick out of seeing each other in 
ball gowns and suits. Add cool (or crazy) 
sunglasses to the outfits to add fun – and 
help raise vision health awareness.

Auction off your stuff. 
Going once, going twice…success! Whether 
it’s a silent auction or a public sale, it’s 
a great way for students, teachers and 
parents to gather funds for a good cause. 

Organize a bottle drive. 
Have students distribute flyers telling 
people they will be collecting beer and 
wine bottles on a specific date to support 
CNIB. You may only get a few cents a 
bottle, but when you get the entire school 
involved, those coins add up fast! 

Wash cars for a cause. 
This fundraiser is a classic for a reason – it 
works. Pick a warm (and hopefully sunny) 
day, make up some big signs, and get 
washing!  Charge for every car, and let 
your customers know that all the funds 
raised are supporting CNIB. Who knows? 
They may even offer to donate more!
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The colleague 
You know the value of events that bring coworkers together and raise 

money for a good cause. Manager or intern, CEO or secretary – your 

vision can inspire a team to pull together at work and help people 

who need your support.

Guess who? 
Bring in baby pics for a hilarious office 
contest, and get people to make a 
donation to guess who’s who. 

Sell your skills. 
Have an auction! Donate your time to a 
personal services auction, and find other 
talented types willing to do the same.  
An accountant could do someone’s taxes,  
a chef could whip up Thanksgiving dinner, 
and a designer could offer up his or her 
website building skills. 

Get dressed for a cause. 
People love to dress down, dress up, and 
put on wacky outfits. Organize a Hawaiian 
shirt day, a formal day (think tuxes and 
tiaras) or crazy sweater day – and everyone 
who wears a themed outfit can donate a 
set amount to CNIB.  

Ugly tie contest. 
Wear your most tasteless tie (ladies too!) 
to work. Everyone contributes $2, and  
the ugliest tie wins a percentage of  
the funds collected.

Raffle it off. 
Pick up a great prize and sell tickets to  
win it – electronics like iPads or eReaders 
are always a hit.

Learn at lunch. 
Bring in great speakers for a pay-as-you-go 
lunch and learn seminar series. Keep it fun 
with topics that cover a range of interests. 
Sessions might include fitness, investing, 
healthy eating, parenting, photography… 
or bring in a speaker from CNIB to talk 
about eye health!
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The competitor 
You play to win. Whether you’re competing with yourself or you’re 

engaged in a little friendly rivalry, you’re at your best when there’s  

a challenge involved. Ready to raise some money?  On your mark,  

get set, go! 

Tee off for CNIB. 
Host a golf tournament for vision health. 
Secure some sponsors to help offset costs 
and supply prizes for the winners. Talk 
to the golf course about providing a 
discounted rate for your eventure.  
Does your company already have an 
annual tournament? Why not suggest  
that the funds raised go to CNIB?

Run the big race. 
Got a place in a race already and want to 
raise money for CNIB while you’re at it? Join 
Team CNIB. Set up your online donation 
page at cnib.ca/fundraise, collect pledges, 
and run, walk, swim or row your way to 
fundraising success.

Bowl for bucks. 
Raise some cash by knocking down pins. 
Set up a tournament at your local alley, and 
charge a fee to each team that enters. 

Sing it! 
Croon your heart out in an idol-style 
singing competition. Appoint some local 

“celebrities” as judges, rent a karaoke 
machine, sell tickets to watch the show, 
and let the drama begin!  

Win big with a little bingo. 
Charge a fee per card, or a set amount 
for unlimited play. Gather up some great 
prizes, and start dabbing. Want to get the 
little ones involved? Make some cards 
with simple shapes and animals instead of 
letters and numbers – why should grown-
ups have all the fun? 

http://cnib.ca/fundraise
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The foodie 
You love food. For you, cooking is creating, and the idea of  

pairing a great wine with crusty bread and stinky cheese is…bliss. 

Take that love of all things yummy and use it to help you raise 

funds for CNIB!

Spend a night at the movies. 
Show a foodie movie like “Babette’s Feast” 
or “Big Night,” and pair it with fabulous 
snacks or a matching meal. Ask for a 
donation in your invitation, and make  
the evening all about CNIB. 

Organize a cooking competition. 
Put together your own Iron Chef eventure. 
Talk to a local cooking school about hosting 
a challenge with local chefs or notable 
members of the community. Charge 
competitors to enter, sell tickets to audience 
members who want to watch – or both! 

Make it yummy. 
Organize a pizza lunch, host a barbecue or 
organize a wine and cheese. Food-focused 
eventures are an easy (and delicious) way 
to raise funds. Charge a flat fee for the 
event or ask guests for a donation to CNIB. 

Take a cake walk. 
Ask your friends to bake cakes – lots of them. 
Then set up the game by taping the numbers 
1 to 10 to the floor, and have players pay for 
each turn. Get each person to stand on a 
number, turn on some music and ask them 
to walk around, musical chairs style. When 
the music stops, pick a number, and the 
person standing on it wins a cake. 

Time for a little Dining in the Dark. 
Host a fundraising dinner where everyone 
experiences a meal without the benefit of 
sight. Guests wear eye masks as they eat, 
and identify foods according to texture, 
flavour and smell. It’s an eye-opening 
experience everyone will enjoy! Visit  
cnib.ca/fundraise for more info.

Have a bake sale. 
Show off your sweet skills with a classic sale. 
Who can resist gooey homemade brownies 
or buttery shortbread? 

http://cnib.ca/fundraise
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The home girl (or boy) 
For you, there’s nothing better than staying in and curling up with 

a good book. Given the choice of dinner at a local hotspot or a 

quiet meal at home with friends, you’ll pick the intimate evening  

a su casa every time.

Host a book club. 
Organize a literary eventure at your place, 
and ask everyone to bring a donation for 
CNIB. You could choose a book about vision 
loss (like “Planet of the Blind” by Stephen 
Kuusisto) or read an audio book. 

Watch a flick. 
Sell tickets or show it for free and make  
all your money on the popcorn and 
drinks, just like the real theatres do.  
Try taking it outside – borrow a projector, 
hang up a bed sheet, and you’ve got 
theatre under the stars. 

Have a garage sale. 
Join forces with the neighbours and 
declutter for a good cause. 

Celebrate for CNIB. 
For your next birthday, ask your guests to 
donate to CNIB in lieu of gifts. Make it easy 
for them by setting up an online donation 
page at cnib.ca/fundraise for us. 

Host a Dining in the Dark dinner. 
Challenge your guests to eat a meal while 
wearing eye masks. It’s a great way to raise 
funds and build an appreciation for vision 
health. Check out our separate Dining in 
the Dark guide to get ideas for a successful 
dinner eventure. 

Play some board games. 
Break out the Monopoly and host a night of 
friendly competition at home, school or at 
a local coffee shop. Charge a fee to play 
(per game or for the whole evening), or up 
the ante with a fun poker night. Winner takes 
some of the winnings, and CNIB gets the rest.
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The creative  
Why buy it if you can make it? For you, handcrafted is always 

better than store-bought. You’re a regular at your local art supply 

store, and you never miss a chance to flex your artistic muscle 

with a drawing, painting, sculpture or craft project. 

Host a craft show. 
Quilters, knitters, painters and sculptors 
unite! Gather your creations, recruit your 
arty friends, and sell your wares, with a 
percentage going to CNIB. Make sure you tell 
buyers that you’re raising funds – they may 
throw in some extra cash for a good cause.

Raffle off something handmade. 
Sell tickets to win an heirloom quilt, an 
original painting or a striking sculpture.

Create some cards. 
Showcase your skills by selling some 
beautiful handmade greeting and photo 
cards. Organize a card-making session 
with paints and craft supplies, and make a 
collection of one-of-a-kind art. 

Auction off your skills. 
Sell your artistic abilities to the highest 
bidder – offer up painting classes, sewing 
for a custom creation, knitting lessons or 
baking 101. 

Fundraise with style. 
Contact local designers, knitters and sewing 
gurus, and put together a fabulous fashion 
show. Sell tickets to the event, and after the 
show, raffle off a one-of-a-kind design.
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Getting started
A great eventure begins with smart 
planning. Start by thinking about your skills 
and interests (and those of the people 
who’ll be helping you) and decide on an 
event. Will it be a solo eventure or a team 
effort? Big or small? At school or at work?

Figure out finances 
Plan out how your eventure is going to  
raise money. Will you look for sponsors? 
Collect pledges? Sell stuff? Ask for 
donations? A CNIB Fundraise for Us  
online donation page makes it easy for 
people to give online. Find details at  
cnib.ca/fundraise. 

Find a place 
Decide on your venue before you do 
anything else. If you need to book a school 
gym or a community centre, you’ll want to 
plan ahead. 

What’s a good time and date? 
Make sure you hold your eventure at a  
time when potential guests are available. 
Ensure your eventure date doesn’t coincide 
with a holiday, meeting or a big game. 

Get some help
You may need a hand organizing 
and promoting. Get help by recruiting 
volunteers from your network of family, 
friends and colleagues.  

Set a goal 
Share it with your eventure team and all your 
friends and colleagues so you can celebrate 
your success once you’ve reached your goal. 

Set a budget 
Plan your expenses, but try to keep them as 
low as possible, so a higher percentage of 
the money you raise can go to the people 
who need it. 

Factor in people 
Think about how you’ll get people to attend, 
and who you want to have there. Promotion 
is a biggie – even the best eventure won’t 
get off the ground if folks don’t know about 
it. For more help with getting the word out 
on your eventure, see below.

Get the word out 

The venue is booked, your fundraising goal 
is set, and your volunteer team is in place. 
Now how are you going to let people know 
about your eventure? 

Network, network, network 
Tell everyone you know about what you’re 
doing. Friends, family, work colleagues, 
people at the gym, other parents at your 
child’s school, Facebook friends, Twitter 
followers. They’ll tell people too, and word 
will spread fast. 

Get the media involved 
Want to get your eventure mentioned on 
the radio or in a local paper? Write a press 
release that outlines all the important info: 
include the event name and description, 
location, date, time, cost of participation 
and contact info. Ask that it be included in 
their calendar of community events.  

http://cnib.ca/fundraise
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Fundraising tips 

Spread the word!    
Set up a training blog (if you’re doing a 
race or a challenge), put up posters and 
get in touch with the local press. Make sure 
everyone knows your goal and is motivated 
to help you meet it.  

Start big 
If you’re raising money by gathering
sponsorships, try to make the first
pledge a generous one – others will 
follow. Consider pledging yourself.

Get help 
Don’t do everything yourself. Recruit 
volunteers with the skills you need to get 
your event running right. 

Match it 
See if your company or a local organization 
offers matched giving; some organizations 
will donate $1 for every $1 you raise!

Set a goal 
It helps to know how much you want to 
raise. Decide on a realistic financial goal, 
and work towards it. Make sure your goal 
is clearly stated on your CNIB online 
fundraising page – when people see a 
concrete number, they will be motivated to 
help you meet your goal.

Make it personal 
Tell people why raising money for CNIB is 
important to you. People are more likely 
to participate in events or donate funds if 
they understand what makes it meaningful.  

Be organized 
Start your fundraising early and plan ahead

Talk to us 
CNIB can help you make the most of  
your eventure. There are lots of ways 
to raise funds for your event, including 
pledges, sponsorships, matching donations 
and more. Just ask us for ideas – we have 
lots of them! Get in touch with us at  
info@cnib.ca or call 1-800-563-2642.  
Visit cnib.ca/fundraise to  
learn more about how  
we can support you.

Keep it safe
It’s all about common sense. You want  
your event to have an impact and be  
talked about for days, so ensure the safety 
of your guests by following any regulations, 
rules and safety measures applicable to 
your activity.  Follow the professional advice 
of equipment manufacturers and staff 
supervising any facilities. The formal bit: CNIB 
cannot accept liability for any loss, damage 
or injury suffered by you or anyone else as a 
result of taking part in a fundraising event.

Unfortunately, CNIB cannot provide the 
following:
• Funding for event expenses
• Donor lists
• Promotion or advertising
• Prizes or awards

mailto:info@cnib.ca
http://cnib.ca/fundraise
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After your event

Congratulations! You’ve completed your 
eventure. Feels great, doesn’t it? Now all 
that’s left to do is…

Submit your funds 
If you’ve collected all your funds online,  
you can move right to thanking the 
generous people who supported your 
eventure. If you have gathered additional 
funds, call the CNIB helpline at 1 800 563 
2642 or visit cnib.ca/fundraise to find out 
how to send them in.

Say thanks 
Let everyone involved know how much you 
appreciate their support, and how their 
time or donation has made a difference 
in the lives of Canadians who are blind or 
partially sighted. Tweet your thanks or put it 
on Facebook – your CNIB online fundraising 
page is a great place to do that.  

Tell us all about it. 
We want to know how your eventure went – 
send us your pictures, tell us what your goal 
was and the grand total of funds you raised.

Then…start planning your next eventure!

http://cnib.ca/fundraise
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Your support 
goes a long way. 

The funds you raise will be used to help educate Canadians  
about eye health, and ensure vision loss is minimized or prevented 
wherever possible. They will also support the more than 4.25  
million Canadians living with vision loss – like three-year-old  
Shayden, born blind, and his grandmother Jacinthe, who is  

raising him to function in a sighted world. 

Meet Shayden and Jacinthe

Jacinthe Bourgoin sits at her kitchen table 
with her three-year-old grandson, Shayden. 
There’s lots of laughter as she helps him learn 
his colours.

For Shayden, colours are things, not hues. 
He knows yellow because he’s been told it’s 
the colour of his toy star. Shayden has never 
actually seen a star, yellow or otherwise; He 
was born blind due to septo-optic dysplasia, 
a malformation of the optic nerve. 

Not that he notices. Although he can’t see, 
Shayden has a few advantages other kids 
don’t. For one thing, he has support from 
CNIB, where specialists are teaching him to 
use a white cane and learn through his other 
senses. And he has Jacinthe, 44 and her 
husband, Ted Hannah, who have completely 
dedicated their lives to ensure he thrives.
Born to Jacinthe’s teenage daughter 
Karissa, Shayden’s early life was fraught with 
difficulty. Standard pre-natal screening 
found an abnormality and an MRI showed 
that his brain had a fused septum. 
Immediately after his birth, he was rushed 

to the hospital’s NICU, where he spent  
11 days in an incubator battling jaundice 
and low blood sugar. Amid the crisis, 
doctors confirmed that Shayden was blind. 
For six months, Karissa struggled to care for 
Shayden, but the young mother couldn’t do 
it on her own. So the family decided Jacinthe 
would take over his legal guardianship.  
As soon as she was given custody, she got  
in touch with CNIB. 

Last summer, the family made their first  
trip to CNIB’s Lake Joseph summer camp. 
It’s a place where children and youth who 
are blind or partially sighted can take  
part in everything from water sports to 
social activities to skills training – all in 
a safe environment built specifically for 
people with vision loss.

Life is busy with a toddler, but Jacinthe 
finds the time to do everything she can for 
her little boy. Most recently, she has been 
hand-punching books into Braille to help 
him learn to read. Each book takes about 
three hours to make, but the time is worth it. 

As seen in the National Post.
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About CNIB
Who we are 
CNIB is a registered charity, passionately 
providing community-based support, 
knowledge and a national voice to ensure 
Canadians who are blind or partially 
sighted have the confidence, skills and 
opportunities to fully participate in life.

What we do
Your support enables us to provide vital 
services such as improving a blind child’s 
literacy skills and empowering an adult to 
manage a household without vision. Your 
fundraising efforts help us transform lives. 
The funds you raise with your eventure will 
help CNIB:

• Give children who are blind or partially 
sighted the building blocks for learning.

• Help people with vision loss learn to 
get around their homes or cities by 
themselves, by transit or on foot. 

• Prepare teens with vision loss for rewarding 
careers and independent adult lives.

• Ensure adults who are blind and partially 
sighted have the technology and skills they 
need to succeed in the workforce.

• Support seniors to live independently and 
safely at home as they adjust to age-
related vision loss.

• Give Canadians of all ages the emotional 
and practical support they need to 
overcome the challenges of vision loss. 

Your fundraising efforts help us transform lives.



We’re here 
to help
We hope you enjoy our guide book  

of fantastic FUNDraising ideas and that  

it inspires you to start raising some money  

for CNIB. There are lots of people at  

CNIB who can’t wait to help you with your 

fundraising. You can contact them by email 

at info@cnib.ca  or call 1-800-563-2642. 

Visit cnib.ca/fundraise to learn more 

about how we can support you.

Thanks for supporting CNIB, 
and enjoy your eventure!

Charitable Registration # 119219459 RR0003

mailto:info@cnib.ca
http://cnib.ca/fundraise
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